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Boots on the Ground

Name: Mary Sylliboy
From: Eskasoni First Nation, Nova Scotia
Employed: Kitpu Security
Employment Start Date: June 2015
Role: Security

In 2013, First Strike Security of Sydney and Eskasoni First
Nation entered into a joint venture to form Kitpu Security.
Kitpu Security is a full-service security company with more
than 45 highly trained and professional First Nation guards
who have experience in many areas and services.

Mary Sylliboy was encouraged by her brother (who is now
a work colleague) and family to enter into the security
profession and at first she was hesitant, she was concerned
of the unknown and the possibility of personal injury that may
occur. In June 2015, she decided to give it a try and now
understands the importance of the position she holds as a
security guard.

“Since Kitpu Security, I see a decrease in vandalism and
break-ins in my community and I am proud to be a part
of that.”

George Francis, Supervisor at Kitpu Security, is proud to
be a part of a Mi’kmaq owned company that services his
community. George says, “We need more women entering
this field. We currently have 6 Mi’kmaq women from Eskasoni
working at Kitpu and we would welcome more.”

Kiptu Security works mostly in Cape Breton for First
Nation communities, government, retail, large-scale events

(Aerosmith Concert 2014), major projects (Maritime Link) and
site security, but has done some work in Millbrook (Windmill
Project).

George proudly says, “We worked during our Powwow’s,
Summer Games, Alumni Hockey Games, Our Eskasoni
Celebration, U16 Jr World Hockey Tournament (Canada vs
Sweden) that all took place in Eskasoni.”

Kitpu Security is now in Eskasoni schools and has seen a
decrease in “bullying”. Mary tells us, “an area of growth could
be to add security on the school buses as well.”

Mary also likes the fact that she is able to speak Mi’kmaq
during her shifts with fellow guards and community members.
Mary welcomes more training and encourages women from
her community and others to become security guards to
improve the quality of life for all.

I’m proud to be

wearing this security

uniform knowing

that we are doing

something good and

positive for everyone!  

“

ABB Canada has recently marked several important milestones 
and subcontractor resources and construction activity reached 
a peak this fall.

“We are satisfied with the construction progress being 
made so far. Everything is going according to plan thanks 
to the excellent work of our construction team members, 
subcontractors and partners,” says Jeff Buckner, ABB Canada 
Sr. Construction Manager with overall responsibility for all of 
the construction sites.

In addition to the two converter stations at Woodbine and 
Bottom Brook and the HVAC substation at Granite Canal, ABB's 
project scope includes work at a 230 kV substation in Bottom 
Brook, and at a 345 kV AC substation in Woodbine, and two 

cable transition stations in Point Aconi, NS and Cape Ray, 
Newfoundland.

In Nova Scotia (NS), two transformers have already 
been delivered at ABB’s Woodbine site, with two others 
that arrived over the fall. In Nova Scotia, the last of four 
transformers recently passed factory acceptance testing 
at ABB’s factory in Ludvika, Sweden, with arrival in Sydney 
scheduled for spring of 2017. The steel erection for the 
high-voltage direct current (HVDC) converter building and 
the civil work are underway. The mechanical and electrical 
installation work for the high-voltage alternating current 
(HVAC) and HVDC station got underway in Q3 2016. 

In Newfoundland and Labrador (NL), the schedule for the 
Bottom Brook site is following a similar schedule with 
the delivery of the three transformers completed in 
December 2016. Additional progress includes civil work at 
the HVAC station in Granite Canal, which was completed in 
October 2016. 

(Continued on page 2)

Delivery of a transformer at ABB Woodbine site, in N.S.
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To date approximately twenty-five subcontractors and 
suppliers have been engaged on the project, and are working 
diligently for completion in late 2017. 

“ABB is committed to an open and fair procurement process. 
Contracts to date have included temporary construction 
facilities, civil work, turnkey converter buildings, supply of pre-
cast foundations, security, and emergency medical services, 
among others,” says Buckner. 

As part of its involvement in the Maritime Link Project, ABB is 
fully supporting Emera NL’s commitment to provide economic 
benefits to the people of Newfoundland and Labrador and 
Nova Scotia. “We are working closely with MEMSKI to 
identify opportunities for the NS Mi’kmaq community within 

ABB marks several milestones 

on Maritime Link Project (Cont.)

our subcontractor and supplier network to help meet the 
commitments made between Emera and the NS Mi’kmaq,’’ 
adds Ian Tillard, Senior Construction Specialist, ABB.

ABB Canada and Ian Tillard, Senior Construction Specialist 
who is leading the project’s diversity program for ABB, were 
recently recognized by Emera for their efforts in ensuring 
diversity and inclusion in the project in 2015.

We are working closely 

with MEMSKI to identify 

opportunities for the NS 

Mi’kmaq community

“

Ian Tillard, 
Senior Construction Specialist, ABB

Ian Tillard, Senior Construction Specialist, ABB 
Canada, received a diversity award from Rick Janega, 
President and CEO, Emera Newfoundland and 
Labrador, during a ceremony held on June 28, 2016, 
in Sydney, Nova Scotia.

Road construction is substantially complete with only minor 

cosmetic fixes and seeding to go.  The foundation for Turbine 

1 was poured Saturday, July 9th.  Excavation on Turbine 2 

began with a pour mid-July.  Work on the electrical collector 

system began in July with pole installation and trenching for 

underground cabling. 

Tower components and a 500 Ton mobile crane arrived in 

July for pre-assembly work, followed by the remaining turbine 

components – the blades, nacelle pieces, generator, blade 

extensions, tooling and equipment – along with the larger 

660 Ton CC2800 crawler crane in the first week of August.  

Crane work on both turbines iwas completed in mid October, 

although weather can impact the crane schedule.  Interior 

electrical work began after mechanical completion of each 

turbine and energization followed a couple of weeks after. 

Amherst Wind Project Update



The Team

MEMSKI PROJECTS INC ROlES:
Main Contact:
Executives:

Project Lead:

Sheila Isaac
Jennifer Deleskie
Richard Paul
Steve Parsons
Alyssia Jeddore
Tanya Seajay

EMERA NEWFOUNDlAND & lABRADOR ROlES:
Director, Environment & Aboriginal Affairs: Ken Meade
Aboriginal Engagement Lead: Virginia Crawford

Janice Maloney
Crystal Dorey

KMKNO ROlES:
Executive Director:
Communications Officer:

UINR ROlES:

Shelley Denny

Director of Aquatic 
Research and Stewardship:
Research Assistant and 
FISH-WIKS Community 
Liaison Coordinator: Tyson Paul

PowerTel Makes Progress on Maritime Link Project - 
Nears Completion of Nova Scotia Grounding Line

Update from Pacer on the Maritime Link Project

As summer advanced, PowerTel began to wrap up their first 

portion of the Maritime Link Project, a 41km grounding line 

they have been steadily constructing since last year from 

Woodbine to Big Lorraine, Cape Breton. PowerTel installed the 

last pole on the grounding line on August 24, 2016.  

“Building the grounding line has gone really well” says Bill 

Teague, Construction Manager. “It’s a project I have very 

much enjoyed working on, in large part due to our crew. 

Everyone really integrated well and worked hard together as 

a safety-conscious team with a positive attitude which is very 

important.” 

Included in that crew is Matthew Melanson, Stephen Lafford 

and Collin Denny of Eskasoni (featured in last issue’s “Boots 

I am very pleased to announce that we are nearing completion 

of the structural steel installation and civil works on the HVdc 

Converter Buildings in both Newfoundland and Nova Scotia. 

In the coming weeks we will be mobilizing personnel whom 

will be completing the buildings’ exterior envelope, inclusive 

of both the built-up roof system and the cladding installation. 

In conjunction with these scopes of work we will continue with 

concrete reinforcement installation and concrete pouring for 

the interior slabs. Once we have the buildings weather-tight 

and the concrete slabs in place our electrical and mechanical 

contractors will be completing the bulk of the remaining work 

in preparing the building for ABB’s HVdc technology to be 

installed.

 

The caliber of the trades persons in both provinces has 

been second to none. This is evidenced both in the quality 

on the Ground” article). Matthew, Stephen and Collin have 

gained valuable experience as Power Line Labourers while 

working on the grounding line and Matthew and Collin will 

soon be bringing their skills to join the PowerTel team in 

Newfoundland & Labrador where the crew continues to 

work on constructing 160km of AC line from Granite Canal 

to Bottom Brook. 

Although the grounding line in Nova Scotia is now 

completed, PowerTel remains committed to securing 

more work in the province. As they continue to grow and 

take on large projects like the Maritime Link Project they 

look forward to continuing to work with the First Nations 

communities to meet their workforce requirements. 

and accuracy of their work, and more importantly, in the 

safe manner in which every person on site approaches 

their day to days tasks. There is definitely a strong safety 

culture in the construction trades in both Nova Scotia and 

Newfoundland and Labrador, and I am a firm proponent that 

within the construction industry excellence in safety leads 

to excellence in business. The project and the construction 

schedule have definitely benefited from these factors.

With regards,

 

Logan Patience

Project Director – Buildings Division

Main Contractors  Maritime Link Project

Convertor Stations 
Contractor – ABB
Project Scope: construct two convertor stations for the HVDC link, two 
alternating substations in Newfoundland, one substation in Nova Scotia, 
and two cable transition stations.
Contract Contact: Peter Prahalis
Peter.prahalis@ca.abb.com
Work to begin in summer 2015
Work to conclude in 2017
Approximate Contract Value: $400 million

Transmission Line Construction 
Contractor - EUS Rokstad
Project Scope: Construction of about 400 km of overhead transmission 
lines on the island of Newfoundland and Nova Scotia
Contract Contact: Carolyn Penney
carolyn.penney@emera.com
Work to begin in summer 2015
Work to conclude in 2017
Approximate Contract Value: $190 million

Submarine Cable Design, Supply and Installation 
Contractor: Nexans Norway
Project Scope: 340 km of subsea and land cables
Contract Contact: Jakob Aabech
Post.maritimelink@nexans.com
Cable to arrive and be installed: 2017
Approximate Contract Value: $260 million




